Hr. David Streitfeld, Hook World 4/13/95 

The V/asMngton Post 
1150 15 St., 1IW 
Washington, DC 20071 

hear hr. Str.dtfeld, (t/tM/fcwj: J^ 1 

*our long piece om Joe Alsop reminds of^years ago, befoi'o any of the reporters 
you mention in that story were reporting there. I remember rumors of Alsop* s preference 
from before (/\j)rld War IX. 'i'liat was when my reporting ended. Apologies for my typing, *4 

cannot be any better. I think that those rumors never made any difference is a tribute 

to those to whom it made no difference, especially reporters. Including those who covered 
the Hill in the late 1930s. 

I knew Mm slightly thos years when he was in the e ^»M-Tribune * s VJasMngton of- 
fice. I was then jcLitor of thd Senate ivil liberties Oonunittee. Joe* stress in those days 
may have been enough to start sucli rumors, Ue was also enormous, v/liich made Ids dress 
more conspicuous. 

He was also one of the first if not the very first reporter to get to the hearing room. 

For a reason very good to 1dm and unfair to other reporters. 

In those proxerox days when the committee* lias staff - so small it cannot be imagined 
today the only copies of exhibits entered into evidence were carbon copies. If six were 
made the last few were indistinct. 

Our committee had only two members. They and the administrative head and general & 
counsel each got ones! bad and kept the reford copy and when it was entered into the 
record gave it to the court reporter, who returned it with the transcripts. Usually the 
witness got to 0see my copy but sometimes there was one for him, too. 

We usually had two press tables. I usually was able to have a copy for]^ach table. 
Sometimes there was only one for both tables. 

Joe always- toc^the same position, at the end of the table closed to the dais and 
on tho table closer to the door. 'Ihl Clie 0 lO-Cl f h / <M& [h tryUyfrUM 

If it was an exhibit he intended to use it never left las hands. The other reporters 
had to depend on their notes. Ik $ 

If any of the other reporters made any complaint I was not aware of it. And there 
were some young or faijpy young reporters were fine ones. lake ° olinm^-Oakes and °y Sulz- 
berger of the Times botfv of whom covered th077§^aring£ , ^ack Fischer then of AP, Paul Y. 
Anderson of the Post Dispatch I remember. 

F6r about four months of those hearing, 1 936^9 in die summer of 1938 I was not there. 
Then there was a break in w‘. ich there were no b arings. After that some of these reporters, 
Alsop included, did not cover them. 

Later in his columns Alsop was not always strictly accurate, -^sl one of them I had 
reason— a ve — 
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reason to save, and this related to J. Edgar Hoover in your story, Alsop referred to 
J. Edftar Iloover 1 s\eager liawksliaws lurking imder the desk." i'll return to this. 

The Department of Justice had borrowed me from the Senate to help in a sensational 
trial of that ora, the bloody Ilarlan trial of abuses of mine workers by the most back- 
ward of coal management, Homo of the best reporters covered the trial in London, seat 
of the federal court. It was a dry county and the bootlegger&s prices soardd. Except 
for once orluice when a reporter asked me to replenish his supply on roy weekly trips as 
the official party* s rum-runner^ (in a Department of Justice car, the only one its law- 
yers had, 1 suppose they patronised the bootleggers. They liad parties rather often. Not 
one of the EDI regents csver attended any of them. I do not recall that any of the rest 


of the official party did either. 

At one of those parties the New York Daily News reporter - and it then had the 
country's largest circulation - was as X recall named J ohn Crosson. he made a few cracks 
about Ai oover as a homosexual. 1 never saw him again. He was gone the next day. And the 
day after that a reporter who may have been before your time ity V/asliington but then 
worked out of the Nev/ York Office, Dixon was there for thej/]/ews» Fir those days 
that was fast. But my point is how fast Hoover learned and reacted and how fast Patterson 
or a News editor yanked that reporter •{$)$ (Jh lify UAofo £ C</{UV\A\ jwfyh 

In liis ' ' The Case of the ^en" column the Post carried Alsop agonized over >.one of 
the most complex and dangerous issues facing the American governments^ then. He refers to 
it as "disloyalty" oH I later s "security." -41 that case it was neither. It was both a 
pogrom and the first of a number of successful efforts by the M political Neanderthals 
in State security to control policy by con trilling what reached policy makes* Alsop 
attributed those firings, which included me, to hoover, l^hile *** know that Iloover was 
kept informed and presume he fed some stuff to those crazies in State security, u oover 
v/as not the big wheel on it. It was in those pro “McCarthy days that mistitled "security" 
office and the far-right Republican chairman of House Pesig Foreign Relations Committee 
John Tbber and hi3 staff of extreme political ultras* 

In spite of the f firings and what Alsop reports I v/as not\ccused of any tiling at all. 
He was wrong on that particular He Jar ran Rider, it did not apply to State only and it 
required neither charges nor hearing nor even an informal explanation. I was not told 
even what may have been suspected. 

And there v/as m\ ACLU involvement or even the tlireat of that* 

I v/as one of four Latin Americanists* The other three agreed for me to seek defense 
•1 

counsel when we were on no payroll and liad had no opportunity to accumulate any savings. 
I'd known 'Thurman Arnold when he headed anti-trust and x took to liim all my work for a 
magazine series on ffazi cartels. I'd known Paul Porter after'SK^he left the FOC and was 
in private practise. I then did not know Abe Fortas. That ft-rm represented us without 
fee and they Ejot for us more tJtyn Alsop s id wo sought. V/e were rehirod with a public 


3 


apology and then we all did resign, 'ihat public apology was then unheard of in those 
phony '’security 11 cases* (lo UM/) (XL 

V/hat was the clincher was one of the par' triers, and * L never knew which, getting %s. 
Ogden Held of the Trib interested. She put their then bureau chief %ct Andrews on the 
story, lie intorviwed I think all of us. When he interviewed me he had already inter- 
viewed hoover, [fe told me and X think he published that J^oover said there was rcallh 
nothing on any of us but that if wo f 4 worked for him he’d liave told a few of U3 that we 
were keeping company ho did not tliink was good# /felly that could liave included lUleonor 
koosovolt and people like her# 1 

Andrews put Ids series together as a book and Ids book got the Pulitzer. 

Although there is no questioning Ids sinceritVAlsop was so far gone on Communism 

crtvMj- 7 

he regarded even ^suspicion of it as grounds for firing. 

HLs was a powerful column but as I recall them they were not distinguished by 
f actuality despite this reputation, as to a degree this column reflects. 

You quote Halberstam correctly as I recall Ids book in saying he gave Alsop 5 
of the credit, if that is thr word, for J phnson’s getting us into the Vietnam war. 

But from my research and ‘/unpublished j writing there is no basis at all for that 
opinion. 

Hoover actually fired two cle^dc^for daring to try to organize a union in the mid-JOs. 
i knew uliem. One was able to continue Ids education a ncj became a respected criminalist. 

Sincerely, / / 

tWMh 



Harold Vieisberg 


